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Athletics: 

 

The news came out on December 7th that the State of Michigan 

would be extending remote learning for all High Schools.  This 

impacts the sports programs because the athletes were to 

return to their respective sports on December 9th.  The new 

order extends the cancellation of all sports until at least 

December 20th.  This may have a trickle-down effect into other 

sports as the seasons keep getting pushed back.  At this point, 

the boys’ basketball team has not been able to hold a practice 

because of the state mandate nor has the wrestling team. The 

girls’ basketball team has been very limited in their practice time 

because of the closure. It is unclear as of yet how the extension will affect the rest of the season.   

We are paying close attention to the MHSAA and the State of Michigan for any changes that may occur.  

If all goes as planned sports will be allowed to begin practice on the 21st of December.  Currently the 

MHSAA is not putting out a revised schedule for the fall finals as of yet.  The MHSAA is following the 

direction by the State of Michigan and hopes to have the sporting ban lifted so our athletes can continue 

their athletic endeavors. 

If the fall finals are allowed to continue in some fashion, most likely in the spring, there are still two local 

teams in the hunt for a state title in football.  Edwardsburg and Centreville are in contention to make a 

great run into the state finals if they are allowed to continue.  If the finals are pushed into the spring 

season there may be some conflict with spring sports because of the athletes that participate in fall and 

spring sports. 

#Ranger Strong 

 

 

CASSOPOLIS MIDDLE SCHOOL     
 

We have had a very exciting November.  We had 

multiple students awarded for academic excellence and service, 

received much appreciated donations and recognition, partnered 

with community resources, let our creative juices flow and had 

tons of fun along the way! 
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Congratulations to Adrianna Broussard for winning the Heroes in the Time of COVID-19 
essay contest sponsored by State Senator Kim LaSata. All students grades in K-12 were 
asked to reflect on neighbors and relatives on the front lines of COVID-19 and what makes 
them a hero. This hero could be a doctor, nurse, religious leader, or a neighbor, friend, 
delivery person- anyone or any group. One winner was chosen from grades K-5 and one 
winner was chosen from grades 6-12. 
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Students in both 6th and 8th grades participated in the Patriot's Pen Competition hosted by the 
VFW.  We had three students win that competition and will continue to the state level in 
Kalamazoo to be held in January.  

 

 
 

 

Our Middle School Student Council members, along with Mrs. Ridge, partnered with the United 
Way of Southwest Michigan to participate in National Rake a Difference Day.  The students, 
armed with rakes, gloves, and bags, raked a yard of a senior citizen in our community.  After 
over three hours of hard work they were treated to pizza.  Then, as an added bonus, their team 
photo received the most likes on Facebook and they were awarded the Golden Rake trophy and 
delicious cookies!  
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Students with all A’s or all A’s and B’s were awarded with their first quarter honor 
roll certificate.  Virtual students will be able to pick theirs up from the school or we 
will mail them home later in the year.  

 

         
 

   

 

 

 

 

HONOR ROLL 
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DONATIONS 

 
We are very fortunate to have received a variety of donations this month.   
 
Kara and Scotty Johnson donated pre-made bags of toiletry items and Donna Warren donated 
other various hygiene items that we have been giving out to our students that need them.  
 
GW Jones Bank generously donated $200 that we can use how we see fit to best meet the 
needs of our students. 
 
Julie Cooper brought us a large skeleton for our science department.  Her sister used it for 
nursing school and thought of us when she was finished with it. 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 
Deb Deubner and her family helped make our teachers and staff feel very special when they 
arrived at school last week.  Thank you Deb for your thoughtfulness and kind spirit! 
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A huge thank you to Chris Bergen from the VFW for teaching our 8th graders flag etiquette. 
This group of 8th graders will be responsible for the daily procedures and care of our 
school's flag.  He will be coming back when we return in person to help them on their first 
day of actual flag duty.  When asked how they felt about this experience one student replied 
“It was amazing”  
 

 

 
 

 
Deputy Graves brought in Nellie and Britton to help with our Middle School Forensics 
class.  The partnership not only benefits our students but helps with training of both dogs. 

 

 
 



 

7 
 

 

Students sometimes have so much fun they don’t even realize they are learning! 
 
7th graders learning about decomposition            6th graders playing a board game for JA       

                                           
 

 

 
6th graders pairing outdoor activity with ratios and percentages 
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Our students participated in our chocolate bar fundraiser.  For the last 5 days of the sale every 
student who sold a case and had money turned in for it, were put in a drawing for a one pound 
chocolate bar.   
 

   
 

 

 

 

During the afternoon on Tuesday the 24th, we decided to have a little fun since it would be a 
little while before we saw the students in person again.  The students were able to wear their 
pajamas to school and then spent the afternoon watching movies, playing games, making crafts 
and just enjoying each other's company before we left for Thanksgiving break and our virtual 
learning.   
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Where is Ranger? 

The Middle School has a special visitor from the North Pole.  He is here checking that all 

of our students are working hard and doing their best.   He hides around town every day 

and leaves a clue to his whereabouts.  A picture and the clue are posted on our Facebook 

page and on our grade-level ECHO courses so the students can guess where Ranger is each 

day.   
 

    

      
 

For our last week before break we are going to have some fun with virtual dress up days! 
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Buildings and Grounds Maintenance: 

 We had some help from our friends at Indiana/ Michigan Power getting our 
flagpole rope changed at the high school. Thank you to Jon Biek and Dan 
Bates for a job well done. 

 

 The football field had its fall fertilization and aeration completed. 
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Maintenance requests are being addressed at an 81% completion rate. 

 Asbestos inspections for the district were completed. The inspector was 
pleased with our progress from the last inspection. Actions in progress. 

 The team repaired a wall in Mrs. Stermer’s office which lead to some new 
paint being applied to both her office and Mrs. Sheeley’s at Sam’s. 

         

 General organization is ongoing as deep cleaning continues district wide. 
Thank you to the custodial and bus driver teams for all that you do for our 
students. 
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Transportation: 

 Yearly bus inspections were completed with good 
results. Rust on the undercarriage was our biggest 
issue on 4 different buses in the fleet. We are 
looking at the root cause and taking corrective 
actions to prevent future issues. 

 The team setup routes for our SPED students that 
are still in the face to face learning platform. 

 Our food service gets busier when we are on the virtual learning platform. 
This has led to us starting food deliveries. The team from Transportation 
was happy to help get routes setup and drive for deliveries. The food 
service team has done a great job with this project. Thank you to all that 
help CPSD do what we do for our community. 

 Scheduled bus and vehicle maintenance is ongoing. 
 

 

 

 

   
Curriculum/Grants/Assessment 
 

 
Read by Grade Three 
The Read by Three law is still in effect and all K-3 students who are 
reading under grade-level are required to have an Individual Reading 
Plan. Teachers have discussed those plans with 
parents during conference times and students have 

been enrolled in RTI to encourage reading growth in deficient areas.  
 
Reading at home allows students to increase their reading skills. This week’s 
focus is on Reading Comprehension. To work on comprehension at home: 
 

 
Guided Reading Beach Ball: Beach balls make everything more 
fun.  All you need are a few beach balls (definitely get a backup or two in any size from your 
local dollar store), a sharpie marker, and a list of questions. You can also find them prepped 
with comprehension sentence stems to help students identify key story elements and 
improve recall.  Throw, or roll, the guided reading beach ball, and whatever part your thumb 
lands on your answer that question.  Whether you use a soccer ball or a beach ball both will 

appeal to your kinesthetic learners.  
 

Let your child be the teacher Most all children jump at the opportunity to play a little 
role reversal. As you and your child are reading, take turns coming up with questions, 
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making predictions, and summarizing. You be the student and let your son or daughter 
be the teacher. Children love being able to say things like “Dad, tell me what you think 
will happen next!” 

 

State and Federal Grants 
It is amendment time for our Title Grants. We are looking at our programs to see what we are 
currently using and what is effective. Also, we can look at programming that we still need to help 
our Middle and Elementary schools this year.  
 
Title 1 Information 
Cassopolis Middle School teachers learned about Title 1 this week. As we move to transition 
from a Targeted Building to Schoolwide.  
 
Sam Adams Elementary sent out an email earlier in the year to parents to discuss the parent 
policy, plan, and compact.  
 
LETTER: 
Each year, our school typically holds a meeting with families to let you know about our Title I 
program.  At this meeting, parents also have an opportunity to provide feedback on the program 
and our parental involvement plans.  Due to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, we will hold our 
Annual Title I meeting virtually this year.   
 

We ask that you complete the steps below by November 25, 2020, so we can review your 
feedback at our next Continuous Improvement Meeting. 
 

Step 1 
Watch this short video (8 minutes).  The video gives some background information on Title I and 
discusses three important documents that we ask you to review. 
 

Step 2 
Review the following three documents: 

 Our district Parental Involvement Policy (https://bit.ly/3eS4k0e) 
 Our school Parental Involvement Plan (https://bit.ly/3nmCBYB) 
 Our Parent-School Compact (https://bit.ly/2UlRrSN) 

 

Step 3 
After watching the video and reviewing the documents above, please complete this brief survey 
(https://bit.ly/32GqCgN) to provide any feedback on the documents.  You will also have the 
opportunity to ask any questions about our Title I program. 
 

Thank you for participating in our Virtual Title I Meeting. This feedback is important to our 
school, and we appreciate your time. 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/wNgNoXBQvLo
http://go.boarddocs.com/mi/cassps/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BPRHK748D128
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CGxvVUuCgciJFt0bYp5hTNBgDuuK0VcldYC8uvRv4kQ/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.cassopolis.k12.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12205019/File/SAES/2020-2021%20Compact%20Parent-Student-Staff.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScvfH0JAIriSZ-uG1fMiyxIWgsh_JGkfG1VAKTwx7Mi6K6UVg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://bit.ly/32GqCgN
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Early Middle College 
Early Middle College information for students interested in participating will be going out next 
week. Contact Mrs. Brawley for more information: bbrawley@cassopolis.org 
 
What is Early Middle College? 
Through the Early Middle College (EMC) Program, you will earn a college degree and or career 
certificate.  The EMC is structured so that you gradually increase your exposure to college 
courses over a five-year span. You take college classes during 11th and 12th grades along with 
your high school classes, and then attend college full time during the fifth year of high school to 
complete the program. 
What are the Benefits of Early Middle College? 

1. You can earn a career certificate or an Associate's Degree while still in high school. This 
will help you advance through your educational path and start your career years earlier 
than a traditional educational program. 

2. If a four-year college is in your future, you will have a smooth transition.  Both Lake 
Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College participate in the state-wide 
Michigan Transfer Agreement and has individual transfer agreements with universities 
throughout Michigan and Indiana. 

3. You will be able to save money as you pursue a college degree through an additional 
year of high school used to complete your college program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar!  

December 14  BOE Meeting 6:30 PM 
December 21   Winter Break Begins 
January 4  School Resumes Virtually Only 

 January 11 School Resumes In Person 
 

 

 


